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Fruit Update — 4/24/26

Evan Lentz — Assistant Extension Educator

Freeze Damage Report:

By now, we’re all aware the cold temperatures early this week have resulted in significant
damage to our fruit crops. We are really only seeing damage in tree fruit. | have received no
reports of damage to any small fruit crops. Below is a map of the lowest temperatures seen
in the state from Sunday-Tuesday.

Salisbury
Hartford (Bradley AP) Ellington South Woodstock MS
Minimum Air Temperatures 4/19-4/21 “f 27 D 257° 8 29.7°
) Storrs (Research e
ains Farm) Killingly
onet) “ 28°
. Hartford ,
Litchfield North Windham
27.7°
Washington Depot Southington 5. Glastonbury V‘””qh‘”“ Plainfield
° Shuttle Mead .
®:259 G ewezgow‘)’ M 279°
Southington 3
New Milford (Sunnymount)
& Preston
Bridgewater Middlefield (UConn) o 27.2°
augatuc 9° Gales Fer
ért\l)YS & Naugatuck Wallingford ® 299 P ;Y7 ae
® 25.4° Killi Montvillé '
Northford illingworth
Danbury Shelton (Jones y W271° # 259°
. ; Hamden Weste
24 Family Farm PSH) New London

ol New Haven Guilford

® 304° Old Saybrook

The low temperatures ranged from 24-33°F. This was highly variable and location
dependent. From what | can tell, the lowest temperatures were seen in lower elevation
areas. This is no surprise. The damage reports range from minimal to severe. Larger farms
with multiple microclimates saw a high degree of variability in damage. Smaller farms saw
more widespread, consistent damage. Based on reports, we see the need to take formal
damage reports to share with our Department of Agriculture. Please fill out the survey
below.

Please click here to report your damage.



https://qfreeaccountssjc1.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2rAAtLP1oH7toay
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Apple Scab
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Ascospore Maturity Summary Download CSV

Daily Discharge Thresholds: 2 10%

Date Ascospore Maturity Daily Ascospore Discharge Cumulative Ascospore Discharge

Apr 22 40% 0% 2%
Apr 23 45% 0% 22%
Aor 24 50% 0% 22%
Forecast
Apr 25 50% 7% 29%
Forecast
Apr 26 53% 13% 42%
Forecast
Apr 27 57% <1% 42%
Forecast
Apr 28 62% 0% 42%
Forecast
Apr 23 66% 0% 42%

Forecast

According to our model, we’re just under halfway through our primary scab season with
approximately 42% of spores released. There is a large ascospore discharge predicted for
this Sunday. However, our model shows minimal likelihood of an infection event. Still, it is
a good idea to stay covered as things can change quickly.

Infection Events Summary & Download CSV
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Apr24 no - 0 0 0
Forecast
Forecast
Night: 35%
Apr 26 o - 0 0
Forecast Day: 58%
Night: 27%
Apr 27 o B o o 9
Forecast Day: 21%
Night: 17%
Apr 28 no - 0 0
Forecast Day: 15%

Night: 27%
Forecast Day: 41%

As always, consult the New England Management Guide for information on materials and
rates. Remember to rotate your materials.



https://netreefruit.org/apples/spray-table/6-bloom-apple
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Fireblight

We’ve reached bloom for many of our apples. Our early varieties are already in full bloom.
Generally, we need to be thinking about Fireblight management as soon as a single flower
is open. However, chemical management should always be informed by the models. Our
models are predicting minimal infection risk.

Results Table

Forecast Details

Cougar Blight V8 Daily TRV Infection Potential EIP value

Date (2026) Risk Levels:

Marginal High

Forecast
Forecast
Forecast
Forecast t
Forecast
Forecast

* Indicates incomplete accumulation of the 4-day DH total. The DH value may reach "Caution", "High" or "Extreme" levels before spanning the 4-day accumulation cut-off time of Cougarblight.

When an infection event is predicted, antibiotic applications are generally recommended.
Rotation with a copper productis an option, but only for those operations that are fine with
some degree of russeting. For organic growers, biologicals such as Blossom Protect can be
applied to help reduce the likelihood of infection. It is recommended that Blossom Protect
be applied twice during bloom (at 60% and 80% bloom). An organic 2+2 program has been
working out well for growers organic across New England, with control on par with
Streptomycin applications. The protocol is below, courtesy of Dr. Quan Zeng.

Green tip Petal open 60% bloom 80% bloom Full bloom Petal fall
[ | [ | [ | [ |

v

Blossom Protect Blossom Protect

1 x application 1 x application Oxdiate Oxdiate

1 x application 1 x application

A rate of 1.25 lbs of Blossom Protect tank mixed with 5 lbs of Buffer Protect NT per 100
gallons/acre is recommended. A 1:256 dilution of Oxidate at 100-200 gallons per acre is
recommended. This protocolis not only for organic growers but can be introduced into
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conventional management programs to help reduce the likelihood of developing antibiotic
resistance.

For more materials and rates, please consult the New England Management Guide.

The information in thisdocumentis for educational purposes only. The recommendations contained are based
on the best available knowledge at the time of publication. Any reference to commercial products, trade, or
brand names is for information only, and no endorsement or approval is intended. UConn Extension does not
guarantee or warrant the standard of any product referenced or imply approval of the product to the exclusion
of others which also may be available. The University of Connecticut, UConn Extension, and College of
Agriculture, Health, and Natural Resources are equal opportunity program providers and employers.
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